	9 November 2012
Report on robin monitoring on Adele Island

This was the third year in which robins have been monitored on Adele.  In previous years the work had been done by the Ornithological Society for the Abel Tasman Birdsong Trust which also provided transport to and from the island.  This year the work was done by Ingrid Hutzler and myself for both the Birdsong Trust and Project Janszoon in relation to possible translocations of robins from the island to Pitt Head.  This report builds on one done in 2011.
Robins were first introduced in May 2009 (from Motuara Island) with a small complement in late winter 2011 from the mainland at Canaan.

The monitoring involves a circuit of the island recording the presence or absence of robins between 18 fixed trap sites along a 3.5km track.  Two observers work on the one day but in opposite directions.
In addition a species list was compiled and is presented along with a comparison of previous lists.

Results + Conclusions
The circuits have worked well with no difficulty on the part of the observers and with acceptable consistency between parties.  Results for the three years are summarised in the following table.

Year

No of robin encounters

Observer A

No of robin encounters

Observer B

2010

1

1

2011

1

2

2012

4

8

In addition robins were seen in all years outside of the monitoring transect near to trapsite 3.  Last year the female bird at this site was seen carrying nesting material and this year a male bird was feeding two fledged juveniles.  In this year there were 10 separate robin sightings each of birds that were clearly unbanded and hence bred on the island.

This year's results clearly show an increased abundance in comparison with previous years and repeat of this work in the future will give a good indication of whether this trend is continuing.  It is less easy to conclude whether there are sufficient birds to crop for a further transfer.  On the face of it, robins were not as widespread as might be expected however there are two reasons for this. Firstly, the transect follows the track around the island which is, for a large part, on the dry infertile granite ridges.  This is not good robin habitat.  In contrast robins were usually encountered where the track did enter a more fertile valley site. Secondly, the birds were surprisingly quiet with very few in full song which is the usual means of detection. Most birds were detected by sight and this is going to provide a less consistent result between observers and an underestimate of birds present.  
At the end of the 2012/13 breeding season the population will probably be large enough to provide founders for a new population on the mainland. Nevertheless, unless abundance is seen to be very different, caution will need to be exercised.  Regular cropping each season and some birds being provided from other sources would be a reasonable approach.

This year's survey noted other birds present and these are added to other published accounts from the island:

  Bird Species List - Adele Island  (Abel Tasman National Park)   


	
	2012

Hutzler & Gaze
	2011

OSNZ
	2008

OSNZ
	1984

Taylor & Tilley
	1979

Clout & Walls

	Native forest species
	
	
	
	
	

	South Island robins 
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Bellbird
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Silvereye
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Woodpigeon
	X*
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Grey warbler
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Fantail  
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Brown creeper  
	
	
	X
	
	

	Great spotted kiwi  
	
	
	X
	
	

	Tomtit  
	
	
	
	X
	

	Morepork
	
	
	
	
	X

	Kingfisher
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Shining cuckoo
	X
	
	
	
	X

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coastal / seabirds
	
	
	
	
	

	Little penguin  
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Black-backed gull
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Red-billed gull
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Variable oystercatcher
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	White-fronted tern
	
	
	X
	
	X

	Fluttering shearwater
	
	
	X
	
	

	Spotted shag
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	Pied shag
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Little shag
	
	
	X
	
	

	Black shag
	
	
	X
	
	X

	Reef heron
	X
	
	
	
	X

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Introduced species
	
	
	
	
	

	Chaffinch
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Hedge sparrow
	X
	
	X
	X
	X

	Blackbird
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Song thrush
	X
	X
	
	X
	X

	California quail
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Skylark
	
	
	X
	
	

	Welcome swallow
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Goldfinch
	
	
	X
	
	

	Green finch
	X
	
	
	X
	X

	Redpoll
	
	
	
	X
	X


    * feather only
The recent presence of robins and the brief presence of kiwi have of course been caused by management actions.  Morepork have been recorded on only one occasion and that is related to the usual absence of overnight stays on the island.  Brown creeper and tits have also been recorded on only one occasion each.  The tit may have been a sole coloniser but we would expect brown creeper to have more chance of establishing.  Interestingly, the public information sign refers to creeper as one of the notable species on the island. There is also an unconfirmed record for kakariki.  Tui have never been recorded and this is interesting given the ease in which they could fly to the island.  Perhaps the abundance of bellbirds is less than welcoming for them.  Any further observations of these species on Adele will be interesting.
Adele is noted now for its remarkable abundance of bellbirds - presumably a product of good habitat and an absence of predators.  Grey warbler and fantail might also be expected to be more abundant on the mainland but, while no quantitative assessment was made, they are not obviously so.

Fluctuations in the recording of seabird species probably reflects the wide-ranging nature of some of these species and that they have not been the focus of most observers on the island.  It is most likely that all are present throughout the year.  The 2011 report noted that  reef heron hadn't been recorded since formally since 1979.  A single bird was seen on two occasions this trip, on opposite sides of the island.  It is likely that failure to record this species on other visits was more a reflection of the reclusive nature of these birds.
Peter Gaze 
Appendix 1.  Robin survey protocols.

Adele Island Robin Survey

Purpose – To establish an index of robin abundance that can be repeated from year to year and provide a measure of how successful the translocation has been.

Method – The survey is done in October or November, in fair weather and between 10am and 3pm.  Each observer makes a circuit of the island and at each numbered trap site records whether a robin has been seen or heard since the last trap.  Any robin heard counts as a positive record regardless of how far away it might be calling from.  No attempt is made to record the number of birds encountered.  Those going clockwise start and finish at trap 4; those going anti-clockwise start and finish at trap 21.  In other words each observer fills out one side of this table only.

A lunch break is possible at the cove on the eastern side of the island.  
Date






Observer

Start time





Finish time

	clockwise start at trap 4
	 √ or X
	anti-clockwise start at trap 21
	√ or X

	5
	
	20
	

	6
	
	19
	

	7
	
	18
	

	8
	
	17
	

	9
	
	16
	

	10
	
	15
	

	11
	
	14
	

	12
	
	13
	

	13
	
	12
	

	14
	
	11
	

	15
	
	10
	

	16
	
	9
	

	17
	
	8
	

	18
	
	7
	

	19
	
	6
	

	20
	
	5
	

	21
	
	4
	

	4
	
	21
	


Other species:
